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Integrated pest management (IPM) programs must evolve alongside changes in crop production practices, pest pressure, and stakeholder needs. In Oklahoma peanut production systems, shifts in acreage, cultivar adoption, environmental conditions, and pest dynamics over the past decade highlight the need to reassess stakeholder priorities related to pest management. The last comprehensive assessment of pest management needs in Oklahoma peanut systems was conducted in 2016, indicating a need for updated, data-driven guidance. The objective of this study was to identify current pest management challenges and knowledge gaps among Oklahoma peanut stakeholders to guide future Extension and research priorities. A mixed method needs assessment approach was implemented. Secondary data sources—including reports from USDA-NASS, historical Oklahoma State University peanut research publications, archived pest alerts, and industry reports—were evaluated to identify longitudinal trends in pest pressure and management practices. These findings informed the development of a stakeholder survey designed in collaboration with an evaluation specialist. The survey was distributed electronically and in person to growers, crop consultants, industry representatives, and other peanut stakeholders across Oklahoma. Here we present preliminary data based on initial response rates where data was analyzed using descriptive and inferential statistics to identify and prioritize pest management concerns related to arthropods, pathogens, and weeds. Results will inform targeted Extension programming, applied research priorities, and educational resource development for Oklahoma peanut production systems. Findings will be disseminated through Extension publications, stakeholder meetings, and presentations at professional venues including the American Peanut Research and Education Society annual meeting.
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