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A survey of practices associated with weeds and use of Brake (fluridone) herbicide was conducted in 2024 and 2025 in North Carolina, South Carolina, and Virginia. The top five weeds mentioned by growers in North Carolina in 2024 were Palmer amaranth/pigweeds (78), sicklepod (35), common ragweed (25), annual grasses (27), and morningglory (10). In 2025, these respective weeds were listed 77, 51, 33, 27, and 9 times. In Virginia during 2024, growers listed common ragweed (11), Palmer amaranth/pigweed (7), morningglory (5), sicklepod (3), and horsenettle (2) as the top five weeds. In 2025, common ragweed (22), Palmer amaranth/pigweed (19), sicklepod (8), morningglory (6), and annual grasses (4) were listed in Virginia. In South Carolina in 2024, Palmer amaranth/pigweed (3), Texas panicum (2), sicklepod (1), and annual grasses (1) were mentioned. In 2025, Palmer amaranth/pigweed (8), annual grasses (7), and sicklepod (6) were listed in this state. Twenty, ten, and four different species were listed in North Carolina, Virginia, and South Carolina in 2024, respectively. In 2025, twenty, eleven, and eight weed species were listed in these respective states. In 2024, the herbicide fluridone (Brake) was used by growers in North Carolina (13%) and Virginia (29%) but not by growers in South Carolina. In 2025, this herbicide was also not used by the growers surveyed in South Carolina. In 2025, Brake was used in North Carolina by 11% of growers and 41% of growers in Virginia. In 2024, growers were about equally split on whether Brake was more effective than other herbicides used previously. In 2025, 25% of growers using Brake indicated that Brake was more effective than other herbicides they had used previously in North Carolina. In contrast, this number rose to 75% in Virginia. 

In small-plot research conducted in North Carolina from 2023-2025, Dual Magnum plus Brake was no more effective than Dual Magnum plus Valor SX. The combination of Dual Magnum plus Brake plus Valor SX was no more effective than Dual Magnum plus Valor SX.  The two-way and three-way mixtures of herbicides were more effective than Dual Magnum. Weed species across trials included Palmer amaranth, common ragweed, annual morningglory, broadleaf signalgrass, large crabgrass, and Texas panicum. Palmer amaranth and common ragweed populations were not resistant to PPO-inhibiting herbicides in these trials. 
