Foliar Fungicide Trial Reveals Contrasting Leaf Spot and Southern Blight Pressure From Two Locations in Georgia 
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Three prevalent diseases of peanut in Georgia include southern blight (Agroathelium rolfsii) and early and late leaf spot (Passalora arachidicola and Nothopassalora personata), which can reduce yield by up to 10%-25% and 70%, respectively. To evaluate fungicide efficacy primarily against foliar diseases, a trial planted to ‘Georgia-06G’ was conducted at two locations over two years and was arranged in a RCBD with four replications. Full-season fungicide treatment combinations of chlorothalonil, tebuconazole, cyproconazole, benzovindiflupyr, azoxystrobin, and prothioconazole were assessed. These programs were applied specifically for leaf spot management over extended intervals alongside two “cover sprays” of flutoloanil to minimize incidence of southern blight. Leaf spot ratings were collected several times at each location, and southern blight was assessed immediately after peanuts were inverted. Leaf spot pressure was more severe in Attapulgus but was nearly absent in Midville. Conversely, there was significant incidence of southern blight at the Midville location. In Attapulgus, leaf spot severity ranged from 1.4-5.9 in 2024 and 2-4.6 in 2025 on the Florida 1-10 scale. At Midville, incidence of southern blight ranged between 10.6%-39% in 2024 and 6%-50.6% in 2025. No significant yield differences were observed in Attapulgus for 2024, but significant differences were observed in 2025 and both years in Midville. Crop rotation and environmental factors such as temperature, humidity, and rainfall have been shown to affect disease pressure, which impacts yields and profits for growers.
