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Tomato spotted wilt (TSW) disease can be a major limiting factor for peanut production in Georgia, but with no systematic, statewide assessment of incidence, the economic impact of the disease was difficult to quantify. A collaborative effort between the University of Georgia Peanut Team and county Extension agents led to the development of an annual field survey of spotted wilt disease incidence in commercial peanut in Georgia. Beginning in 2020, ten peanut fields were randomly surveyed in each participating county. Within a survey field, TSW disease incidence was quantified by visual assessment at three locations (50 row feet each) and reported as a percentage of symptomatic row feet. In addition to TSW incidence, row pattern was documented, and plant stand within each field was characterized as “skippy” or “uniform”. Additional data related to TSW risk including cultivar, plant date, and at-plant insecticide use were collected from individual growers.  Data were combined, tabulated and summarized by year. 1851 fields were surveyed from 2020 to 2025, and the six-year average incidence of the disease was 9.04%. When compared individually, factors (e.g. plant date, cultivar, etc.) with higher Peanut Rx risk point values resulted in higher observed TSW incidence for all factors except row pattern. These data provide a valuable multi-year record of TSW incidence in Georgia peanut and further validate the Peanut Rx risk assessment tool.              

