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Sclerotinia blight, caused by the fungus Sclerotia minor Jagger, represents an economically important disease for peanut production. . In 2025, a field site at Tidewater AREC in Suffolk, VA was chosen to evaluate efficacy of the current fungicide options for Sclerotinia blight management. Treatments consisted of pydiflumetofen; azoxystrobin + benzovindiflupyr; fluazinam; inpyrfluxam; penthiopyrad; prothioconazole + tebuconazole. All treatments were applied at standard field rates with a CO2 backpack sprayer calibrated for 187 L Ha-1 at 90 days after planting (DAP). Plots were sprayed with chlorothalonil on a 14-day schedule starting at 60 DAP to manage foliar diseases. Treatments were arranged in a randomized complete block design with four replications. Three primary lateral stems were collected per plot weekly for five? weeks, split into upper and lower stem sections and inoculated at the lower end of each stem with an agar plug from an actively growing Sclerotinia minor Jagger population. The length of infection on each stem was measured, and % inhibition was calculated compared to lesions from untreated stems. Data were analyzed using ANOVA and means were separated using Fisher’s Protected LSD at a p-value of 0.05. As observed from previous research, younger tissue was more susceptible to S. minor compared to older tissue. All fungicides inhibited lesion expansion compared to non-treated stems.  . Fluazinam showed significantly higher % inhibition compared to other treatments across multiple sampling dates. Fluazinam’s % inhibition remained over 50% until 3 weeks after application. This study provides evidence of efficacy against S. minor forof several fungicides that aren’tare not generally used to reduce losses to Sclerotinia blight.
