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The Convention on Biological Diversity defines biotechnology as “any technological application that uses biological systems, living organisms, or derivatives thereof, to make or modify products or processes for specific use.”  For the purpose of this presentation, the definition is confined to the more narrow FAO definition as “a range of different molecular technologies such as gene manipulation and gene transfer, DNA typing and cloning of plants and animals.” Peanut biotechnology research, particularly with regard to gene manipulation and gene transfer, has spanned four decades but has had limited tangible impact on the industry due to reluctance of certain markets to accept genetically engineered crops and the cost to bring a product to market.  Nevertheless, the tools of biotechnology have provided proof of concept for novel approaches to understand and mitigate disease and improve product safety of peanut.  With rapid advances in new breeding technologies such as gene editing, and their expanding application in major and minor crops, the time is ripe to recognize and act on opportunities for peanut.  A timeline of significant peanut biotechnology events will be presented.
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