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Thirteen large-plot trials were conducted in North Carolina in 2025 to compare disease reaction, pod yield, market grade characteristics, and economic value of the Virginia market type varieties Bailey II, Emery, NC 20, and NC 21. Leaf spot incidence was similar for Emery and NC 21 and greater than incidence for Bailey II and NC 20.  NC 20 often expressed lower incidence than Bailey II. When pooled over trials, pod yield was similar for all four varieties. However, financial return at the loan rate was lower for NC 20 than Bailey II when pooled over 13 trials; financial return of Emery and NC 21 was intermediate between Baily II and NC 20. Seed quality from 2024 production was lower for NC 20 than other varieties, and this may explain in part the lower financial value for this variety associated primarily with lower sound mature kernels, lower extra large kernels, and higher sound splits. Additional research will be conducted in 2026 to compare these varieties at multiple locations across North Carolina.
