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In vitro studies and bioassays using culture grown conidia of Passalora arachidicola (PA) and Nothopassalora personata (NP), two important foliar pathogens of peanut, have been limited by cultivations challenges. While many laboratories prefer to use potato dextrose agar (PDA) as an initial growing medium and V8 agar for spore production, our laboratory has seen little advantage to V8 agar. This study tested the hypothesis that germling growth, spore quantity, and spore integrity are the same for PDA and V8 growing media. Seven isolates of PA and five of NP, induced to sporulate on PDA or V8, were transferred to PDA or V8 in a factorial design. Germination, measured at 3 days, was not affected by the originating medium (P=0.12). No effect on growth or spore quantity was observed at day 8 (P>0.05). However, a greater proportion of spores had bulbous deformities from the PDA plates than the V8, regardless of the originating medium (P=0.03). While inoculum concentrations were standardized, inoculum densities were greater on PDA than V8 medium and may have had an effect. The optimal sporulation time may also differ for PDA and V8. Germling growth and sporulation over time will be microscopically characterized to explore these alternative explanations, and the experiment will be repeated. 

