Efficacy of Reduced Rate Applications of Convoy for Control of Southern Blight
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Southern blight caused by the pathogen Athelia rolfsii is a key soil-borne disease in peanut that can cause substantial yield loss. Convoy fungicide has been on the market since 2011 and has been widely used in fungicide programs across the peanut producing states. The active ingredient, flutolanil, is a systemic group 7 fungicide and provides activity on both Athelia rolfsii and Rhizoctonia complexes. Convoy is typically applied at 16 to 32 fluid ounces per acre rate on a two to four week spray interval schedule. The objective of this study is to evaluate Convoy fungicide efficacy when applied at 16, 24, and 32 fluid ounces per acre at three -week intervals. Convoy was applied with chlorothalonil at 80 and 100 days after planting in rotation with applications of tebuconazole and chlorothalonil (4-spray program). Southern blight incidence was evaluated after digging and inversion. Other data collected was pod yield, pod grade, and leaf spot ratings. In 2025, all fungicide programs yielded similar results and were greater than the non-treated control. This suggests that the 16 to 24 fluid ounces per  acre rate is effective at controlling southern blight when fungicide applications are made every three weeks.
