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PeanutLink: A Mobile Reporting Platform Connecting Extension, Research, and Technology to Strengthen Peanut IPM in the Southeast
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Peanut production in the Southeastern U.S. is threatened by a variety of pests and diseases. Informed management strategies are essential to protect yields and profits but depend on knowledge of current and historical pest and disease issues and communication of these observations among Extension personnel and researchers. Currently, no standardized regional system exists for documenting, tracking, and sharing this data, leaving valuable observations isolated and limiting the efficiency of peanut research and Extension efforts. To address this, the University of Florida, with support from the Southern IPM Center, has established a multi-state working group of peanut Extension specialists and researchers from Florida, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, and Alabama. This group is developing a mobile reporting platform using the EDDMapS Pro framework, enabling Extension agents and researchers to document field production issues in real time within a shared regional database. Interactive maps and charts generated from reported data will allow users to track pests and diseases across time and space, detect patterns in their incidence, and identify potentially emerging issues. The platform will streamline the creation of field reports, support management recommendations, help identify important topics for research, and enable long-term monitoring of regional pest and disease dynamics. This initiative will build connections and strengthen communication and collaboration between peanut researchers and Extension personnel across the Southeast. When finished, the reporting framework created through this project can serve as a scalable model for technology-enabled data collection that can be expanded to other crops and regions in the future.
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