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Thrips and southern corn rootworm are major insect pests of peanut in Virginia. Increases in input costs and the development of insecticide resistance necessitate the development of alternative strategies to supplement chemical management. Both planting date and peanut variety have the potential to impact the population densities and injury potentials of major pests. In 2025 and 2026, small replicated experiments were conducted at the Tidewater AREC in Suffolk, VA to assess the effect of four planting dates (late-April, early-May, mid-May, and early-June) and three varieties (Bailey II, Emory, and NC-20) on thrips density, thrips injury, tomato spotted wilt virus incidence, and southern corn rootworm injury. Planting date had a significant impact on thrips density, injury, and the incidence of tomato spotted wilt virus, with the earliest planting date being the most susceptible. We also identified a significant negative relationship between stand and thrips density, indicating a strong early stand limits thrips injury potential. Planting date had no impact on southern corn rootworm injury, but there was a varietal difference, with NC-20 sustaining more injury than the other varieties tested. Peanut yield was the highest in the early-May plant date, which parallels differences in thrips injury and virus incidence between plant dates. The results of these studies will help develop integrated recommendations for growers that support strong early stand establishment and yield potential as well as minimize the potential risk for insect injury. 
