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Two rootworm species are commonly associated with peanut production in Georgia: the southern corn rootworm, Diabrotica undecimpunctata, and the banded cucumber beetle, Diabrotica balteata. While SCR is a well-established economic pest, the pest status of BCB is less well defined. Recent observations indicate that BCB populations frequently exceed SCR densities and are now present in areas with no prior history of rootworm infestation, suggesting a shift in pest dynamics within Georgia peanut production systems. The objectives of this study were to (1) characterize rootworm feeding behavior, including feeding site preference on peanut fruiting structures and timing of injury, and (2) quantify the impact of feeding on pod yield and quality. Replicated small-plot field trials were conducted in 2023 at the University of Georgia Southwest Research and Education Center in Plains, GA, and in 2024 and 2025 at both the Plains location and the UGA Tifton Campus. An insecticide was used to create plots to with different rootworm pressure. Non-treated plots consistently exhibited a greater number of smaller fruiting structures relative to treated plots, indicating a compensatory response following rootworm injury. Although treatment effects on yield and quality were observed, statistical significance was inconsistent across years due to variability in D. balteata infestation levels. Despite this variability, non-treated plants generally produced lower total pod weight, indicating that compensatory growth did not fully offset yield losses. These findings demonstrate that BCB is an economically important pest of peanut in Georgia and highlight the need for refined economic thresholds and integrated management strategies. 

